ST. SEBASTIAN CHURCH

373 Bon Air Road, Greenbrae, CA

415-461-0704

www.sebastian94904.com

Parish Mission Statement: The mission of St. Sebastian Parish is the salvation of souls.

Mਁਓਓ Sਃਈਅਕਅ
Monday - Friday: 7:00 am and 9:00 am
Saturday: 9:00 am, 11:00 am at The
Tamalpais for residents
Sunday: 7:00am, 9:00 am, 11:00 am
Cਏਆਅਓਓਉਏਓ
Wednesdays…………….7:30 - 8:00
Saturdays ............... .…...3:30 - 4:30
or by appointment
Aਏਉਔਉਇ of the Sਉਃ
Call a Priest at the Parish Office
Adult Faith Formation / R.C.I.A.
Deacon Dave Previtali
Altar Society
Gretchen Harris
Bible Study - 10 Sundays
Deacon Bill Turrentine
CYO
Robert McCullough, Jr.
StSebastianCYO@gmail.com
Life in Christ Marian Cenacle
Elizabeth Tremel (415) 331-7861
Maureen Westmiller (415) 925-9314

Pastor ……………..Rev. Bill Thornton
Parochial Vicar …..Rev. Jerome Murphy
Deacon ……..……..Rev. Mr. Bill Turrentine
Deacon …..………..Rev. Mr. David Previtali
Email: DcnDave@Outlook.com
Blog (Homilies): www.DcnDave.Blogspot.com
Parish Manager ....... Marianne Kambur
Parish E-mail …….. sebastian94904@yahoo.com
Parish School of Religion / Confirmation:
Gretchen Harris: StSebPSR@gmail.com

Liturgical Lay Ministries
Lectors / EMHCs / Altar Servers
Deacon Dave Previtali
Men’s Club
Faith, Food, Fellowship & Service
Meets last Mon. of the Month 7-8:30PM
Deacon Dave Previtali, coordinator
Music Ministries
Eric Maddox
Celeste Chapman celeste360@aol.com
Natural Family Planning
www.ccli.org, www.live-the-love.org

Parish Council
Marian Previtali dm121281@yahoo.com
Parish School of Religion (PSR)
Grade K-6; Confirmation: Grade 7-8
Gretchen Harris StSebPSR@gmail.com
St. Martha Women’s Club
Parish Social & Service Events
Marian Previtali dm121281@yahoo.com
St. Vincent de Paul Conference
Works of Mercy for Needy / Poor
Meets 4th Sat. of each Month at 10am
Phil Fant, President
Stsebastian.svdp@gmail.com
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Monday-Friday: 7:00 am & 9:00 am

The Parishioners of
St. Sebastian Parish

Mon 7

Killpack Family (Living)

9

Dung Nguyen

Tue 7

Lou & Norma Geissberger

9

Gregory Baker (Living)

Wed 9

William Shore, Jr.

Thu 7

Patricia Van Acken (Living)

9

Liam Killpack

Fri

9

Maria Previtali (Living)

Sat

9

Fr. Francis Felice
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Angela, Anna Alessandria, Joe, Kristen, Mary, Milton
& Ivette, Monica, Patrick, Sandra L., Stephanie, Tim,
Elizabeth Cook, Tony Gallagher, Nancy Lampe, Monte
Maroevich, Mark Piatti, Sherry Willis, Salvatore, John
Pardini, Nora, Steven Williamson, Diane Riordan,
Donald Kuchta and Bert, Richard, Thomas T., Deacon
Bill Turrentine, Anne Marie Schlesselmann, Lesley
Hill, Margaret Wilner, Edward Garchitorena, Keith
Woodcock, Fr. Paul Perry, Peggy Byrne, Gregory
Baker, Mike DeAngelo, Dave D. & Phyllis Zuccarello.
GOD CHOSE US
Who chose first, God or you? That is the
question explored in today’s three
readings. The second reading, from Paul’s
Letter to the Ephesians, reads almost like a hymn. It
praises God for choosing us, for calling us to serve, and
for blessing us in our service. Paul makes it clear how
honored we are and how special is the call to live as
children of God. This is through no doing of our own.
The first reading and the Gospel use prose rather than
poetry to describe the same truth: God did the choosing,
not us. When the prophet Amos was berated for being a
prophet, he retorted that the whole thing wasn’t his idea
in the first place. Neither did the twelve apostles in
today’s Gospel ask for their calling. Jesus sent them
forth, two by two, to do the work of his kingdom.
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St. Sebastian Mass Schedule
Saturday: 9:00 am
11:00 am
(at The Tamalpais for
Tamalpais Residents)
5:00 pm Vigil Mass
Sunday: 7:00 am, 9:00 am and
11:00 am
Confessions:
Wednesday: 7:30 pm to 8:00 pm
Saturday: 3:30 pm to 4:30 pm
Missionary Appeal—
Next Sunday we will have
a second collection for
The Assumptionist
Missionaries. In previous
years we have had personal
visits from the missionary
priests who would spend a
weekend telling us about
the important work that
they do in foreign
countries to bring the
Word of God to the people so far away from us.
Unfortunately, they are not able to travel this year
due to covid restrictions but the important work
that they do still goes on. You will find a letter
from the Assumptionist missionaries on the
following page. We will have a special basket
marked for the donations to the missions next
weekend. Thank you for your support of the
important work that the missionaries do around
the world.
A Friendship Prayer
Dear God in Heaven,
Thank you so much for my dear
friends near and far, and
especially for the time we get to spend together.
I thank you for every tear that is shed in laughter
and sorrow.
Thank you for the memories, the hugs, and the
connection.
Please keep us close even when we are far apart,
and let our friendship be a reflection of Your
great love for us.
Amen.

Mission Coop 2021 Letter
The Assumptionists are a world-wide religious congregation
founded in 1845 by Venerable Fr. Emmanuel d’Alzon to, in his
words, “penetrate the world with a Christian idea…and to do so
in words that it can understand.” The Congregation is located
in 30 countries and numbers some 1,000 priests and brothers.
Inspired by the founder’s vision, the Assumptionists are engaged in the great causes of God and society:
education, the press, social outreach, pilgrimages, ecumenical work and foreign missions. Among these
foreign missions, one could cite those in Asia (Vietnam, Korea, and the Philippines), in Latin America
(Mexico, Ecuador, Chile), in Eastern Europe (Russia, Bulgaria, and Turkey) and in Africa (the Democratic
Republic of the Congo, Kenya, Tanzania, and Madagascar). In the United States, Americans would most
probably be familiar with some of our publications like Catholic Digest and the missalette, Living with
Christ. We also run a university, Assumption University in Worcester, Massachusetts.
This year we would like to draw attention to one of our neediest missions located in the eastern part of the
Democratic Republic of the Congo. Most Americans are unaware that the Congo has been in a state of civil
conflict since 1997, that is, more than 20 years. What is more, most are unaware that during this time,
according to United Nations reports, some six million people have died from the effects of this
conflict….from the violence itself, disease, or malnutrition. Unfortunately, one of the worst hit areas has
been the Province of North Kivu where more than 150 Assumptionists work and study. In 2013 three
Assumptionist priests were kidnapped by one of the many unidentified armed militia and are presumed
dead. In 2016, after surviving more than seven attempts on his life, Assumptionist Fr. Vincent Machozi, who
had been a doctoral student at Boston University, was shot dead by unknown soldiers in his home village
while visiting his mother on her 98th birthday. His crime – denouncing the government’s complicity in mass
killings of his people and in the scandalous and brutal exploitation of the region’s natural resources (gold,
uranium, precious woods, and coltan, a mineral essential for fiber optic production).
Although there have been calls for our religious to leave their works and seek safety elsewhere, they have
refused to abandon their people and leave them at the mercy of multiple military factions. To the contrary,
they have continued to run a university, high schools, dispensaries, numerous parishes, skill training
centers, radio stations, and social outreach programs. In spite of the ongoing unrest, there are more than
60 young men in the area preparing to become Assumptionist priests or brothers.
If we were to cite one particular work in this region that has been the focus of special attention on our part,
it would be the Prince of Peace School Complex in the second largest city of the province, Beni. This town has
been one of the hotbeds of violence and terrorism. It is not unusual for entire villages in this area to be
attacked in the middle of the night or farmers to be slaughtered in their fields in broad daylight. As a result,
large numbers of people have fled to Beni seeking safety while they abandon their homes and sources of
income. Among these internal refugees, there have been orphans of war. To provide them and other
children with a basic education, Assumptionists in the United States have undertaken a vigorous effort to
help build a grammar school and, eventually, a high school. Construction began 5 years ago with the first
class of pre-school and first-graders arriving in the fall of 2016. What began with just 4 classrooms and less
than 80 students has blossomed into a complex of 13 classrooms and over 400 students. Also, ground was
broken this past year for the first phase of a high school. Our African Assumptionist brothers chose to call
the school Prince of Peace to convey the heart of the education they wish to offer their students. The school
has become a sign of hope for a people who feel that the world has forgotten them and their plight.
We wish that we could have been here at your parish in person to meet you and see you face to face, but we
understand the current situation has made that pleasure impossible. Nevertheless, we would like to thank
you for giving us an opportunity to present our missionary efforts to you and thank you in advance for your
kind generosity.
Gratefully,
The Assumptionists

